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doubt and perplexity, at the time or afterwards, as to
their real character; or they were so unlike the Scrip-
ture Miracles, so strange and startling in their nature
and circumstances, as to need support and sanction
rather themselves than to supply it to Christianity; or
they.were difficult from their drift, or their instruments
or agents, or the doctrine connected with them. In a
word, they are not primarily and directly evidence of
Revelation, though they may become so accidentally,

not spread abroad, then miracles used to take place ; but now
there is no need of that teaching, the facts themselves pro-
claiming and manifesting the Lord." In Psalm cxlii, 5. Vid.
also Inscript. Act. ii. 3.* Speaking of the miracles in the
wilderness, he says, " In our case also, when we came out of
error, many wonders were displayed; but after that they
stopped, when religion was planted everywhere. And if sub-
sequently they happened [to the Jews], they were few and
scattered, as when the sun stood, etc., and this too has ap-
peared in our case;" and then he goes onto mention the
"fiery eruption at the temple," etc., in Matth. Horn. iv. i. And
ibid. Horn, xxxii. 7, after mentioning the Apostolic miracles of
cleansing lepers, exorcising spirits, ancl raising the dead, he
says, " This is the greatest proof of your nobleness and love?
to believe God without pledges ; for this is one reason, among
others, why God ceased miracles. . . Seek not miracles, then,
but health of soul." And then he contrasts with visible mira-
cles the "greater" ones of beneficence, self-command, etc., to
the end of the Homily. Ancl hi Joan. " Now, too, there are
those who seek and say, Why are there not miracles now ? If
thou art faithful as behoveth, and love Christ as thou shouldest^
miracles thou needest not." Horn. xxiv. I. Elsewhere, after
speaking of the gift of the Spirit dwelling in us, he adds,
" Not that we may raise the dead, nor cleanse lepers, but that